
South American Empires Historical Analysis Prep Name: 
Complete and bring to class on Monday, September 9 

(worksheet continues on the back) 

Key Terms to Define 
Inca  
 
 
Quipu 
 
 
 
Mit’a (or mita)  
 
 
 
 
Reading Interpretation & Analysis 
What are the major characteristics of Inca society (economic, political, cultural)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did contemporary audiences view quipus? How do these written accounts reflect the social and 
cultural position of the observer?  

José de Acosta:  
 
 
 
 

Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala: 
 
 
 
 
 

Garcilaso de la Vega:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What is the central argument of Romero’s audio slideshow?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What digital storytelling techniques does Romero use to support his argument?   
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